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ﬁ Welcome to the festive issue of London i! This month's bulletin sees the first in a regular section on
trends in reported statutory notifications. Also featured this month is feedback from the Enhanced
Meningococcal Disease Surveillance System. Don't forget to check out the timetable at the back of London i if
you want to know when a particular item is being covered.

Many thanks for your feedback on the first issue of the relaunched London i, which we found very useful and
enlightening. Please carry on sending us your comments - you can contact the London i Editor at
amanda.wright@hpa.org.uk. It only remains for us all at HPA London to wish all our colleagues in public health

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. ‘

This month’s highlights

Enhanced Meningococcal Disease Surveillance — confirmed cases only

e A declining trend in meningococcal disease overall can be seen from 1999 to 2003 both in London
and the rest of England and Wales (Figure 1.1), but while rates have remained steady over the past
two years elsewhere in the country, in the capital they have started to rise. Group B, still the
dominant type of meningococcal disease nationally, appears to account for most of this rise. Group
C incidence has declined in London and elsewhere to such a point that, particularly in this last year,
it has been overtaken by other serogroups such as W135.

e Alook at serogroup distribution in London over the past 12 months (Table 1.1) reflects the expected
seasonal pattern. The vast majority of cases are group B and are clustered most densely between
December and May. Only 2 group C cases occurred during the year, whilst the few cases belonging
to other serogroups (mainly W135) were mainly concentrated in the early part of the year.

e Numbers over the past two years have remained highest among London’s under-5s (Table 1.2),
however there are a substantial number of cases among the age groups 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29.
Numbers of cases among infants, adolescents and young adults have remained consistently low
over the past two years, due almost entirely to the continuing effects of the meningitis C vaccination
programme.

e Deaths due to meningococcal disease are highest in the first quarter of the year (Table 1.3). The
number of deaths reported in the first 9 months of 2005 is slightly down on the same time period in
2004.

e Sector breakdowns are given in table 1.5 and are mainly provided for monitoring purposes rather
than trend analysis. Over the past two years the North East and North West London sectors have
seen the highest number of reports.

Statutory Notifications Report

e Mumps notifications show a ten fold increase in London in weeks 1-47 in 2005 compared to the
same weeks in 2004, with a nearly 20 fold increase in North West London (NWL).

e Malaria notifications increased by 20% for NWL, comparing weeks 1-47 in 2005 to the same weeks
in 2004.

e TB notifications increased in all sectors in weeks 1-47 in 2005 compared with the same weeks in
2004, and were 25% higher for London overall.
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Welcome to the first of our regular reports on meningococcal disease in London, based on the data that you provide
for the Enhanced Meningococcal Surveillance Scheme. This issue covers quarterly trends over the past three years.
This more detailed report will come out in March, June, September and December, whilst a smaller update focusing
on monthly data will be sent out in January and February. Numbers are used in this report rather than rates since the
numbers involved are so small. Please note that the cases used in this report are those reported on the Enhanced
Meningococcal Surveillance returns as laboratory confirmed cases. We look forward to receiving your feedback on

1. Meningococcal Surveillance

this report, which you can e-mail to amanda.wright@hpa.org.uk.

All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Figure 1.1: Incidence of laboratory confirmed meningococcal cases by serogroup:
London and the rest of England and Wales, 1999-2005 (year to end June)
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All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Figure 1.2: Confirmed meningococcal cases in London by
sector of report: Q4 2002 - Q3 2005
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Figure 1.3: Confirmed meningococcal cases in London by sector of report compared with
monthly London average: Dec 04 - Nov 05

Source: Enhanced Meningococcal Disease
Suneillance Programme
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All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

London

Table 1.1: Confirmed meningococcal cases by serogroup: Q4 2002 — Q3 2005

Serogroup 2002 2003 2004 2005

Q4] Q1 | Q2 | Q3 | Q4 ] Q1 [ Q2 [ Q3 [ Q4 | Q1 | Q2 | Q3
B 20 37 29 10 28 34 17 20 18 38 27 13
C 6 6 2 1 1 4 1 4 2 1 0 1
Other* 1 2 1 0 2 4 2 2 1 4 0 1
Ungrouped/Non-Groupable** 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 1 1
No MRU confirmation*** 12 12 10 9 9 21 16 19 11 3 4 5
London total 39 58 42 20 40 64 37 46 32 48 32 21

* A, W135,Y

** |Laboratory confirmed cases of meningococcal disease where the Meningococcal Reference Unit were not able to group the organism

by PCR.

*** These cases are reported on the Enhanced Meningococcal Surveillance returns as laboratory confirmed but have no MRU

confirmation.

Table 1.2: Confirmed meningococcal cases by age group: Q4 2002 — Q3 2005

Age Group 2002 2003 2004 2005

04 | ot [ Q2] 3[4 o1 200304 |01 o] o3
<1 5 8 10 6 9 9 2 10 2 9 6 5
1to4 7 17 13 1 9 18 11 7 6 10 7 4
5to09 6 4 1 2 2 3 0 2 3 2 3 4
10to 14 1 0 1 0 3 4 3 4 3 4 3 0
15to0 19 3 12 4 1 5 3 3 6 0 4 1 0
20to 24 6 3 2 4 3 5 3 5 6 7 3 1
25to0 34 4 6 3 2 1 8 6 8 3 6 4 6
35to0 44 2 5 5 1 3 4 3 2 4 1 3 0
45to0 54 0 1 2 2 2 0 3 0 0 2 2 0
55to 64 1 1 1 1 0 5 2 0 3 1 0 0
65 + 4 1 0 0 3 5 1 2 2 2 0 1
London total 39 58 42 20 40 64 37 46 32 48 32 21

Table 1.3: Deaths in confirmed meningococcal cases: Q4 2002 — Q3 2005

SHA 2002 2003 2004 2005
Q4 | Q1 | Q2 | Q3 | Q4 |1 Q1 [ Q2 | Q3 | Q4] Q1 | Q2 | Q3
North Central 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
North East 2 2 1 1 0 2 0 1 0 1 0 0
North West 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 2 0 1 0 0
South East 0 1 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0
South West 1 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 1 1 0
London total 3 4 3 2 1 8 0 3 2 4 2 1
Table 1.4: Linked cases: Q4 2002 — Q3 2005
SHA Qtr Link Type Total
North Central Q3 2005 Same household 2
North East Q1 2004 Other - Not Specified 3
Same household 1
Q1 2005 Other - Not Specified 1
North West Q4 2003 School 2
Q2 2004 Pre-school 1
Q3 2004 Pre-school 1
South East Q2 2005 Same household 1
South West Q2 2003 Same household 1




All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Table 1.5: Confirmed meningococcal cases by PCT: Q4 2002 — Q3 2005
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2. Monthly Statutory Notifications Report

Welcome to the first report on statutory notification data for the London region. We aim to provide you with useful data on a monthly basis. From January we will be including
monthly feedback on laboratory surveillance. We are very interested in your feedback; please let us know if you have any comments by e-mailing jacqui.griffin@hpa.org.uk.

All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Table 2.1: All notifiable disease reports for the London region by local authority for weeks 44-47 (31/10/2005 to 27/11/2005) and
preceding 4 weeks (40-43); totals year to date (week 1-47) and same period 2004 (week 1-47)
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All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Table 2.1 (cont.): All notifiable disease reports for the London region by local authority for weeks 44-47 (31/10/2005 to 27/11/2005) and

preceding 4 weeks (40-43); totals year to date (week 1-47) and same period 2004 (week 1-47)
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All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Table 2.1 (cont.): All notifiable disease reports for the London region by local authority for weeks 44-47 (31/10/2005 to 27/11/2005) and

preceding 4 weeks (40-43); totals year to date (week 1-47) and same period 2004 (week 1-47)
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All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Figure 2.1: Map of number of cases of food poisoning as reported by statutory
notifications by local authority year 2005 to date (week 1-47)
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All data are provisional and may be quoted with acknowledgment to the HPA London Regional Epidemiology Unit.

Figure 2.2: Map of rates of food poisoning per 100,000 as reported by statutory
notifications by local authority year 2005 to date (week 1-47)
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Draft report schedule

Month Reports

December Meningitis, NOIDS

January COVER, Meningitis update, Lab/NOIDS

February HCAI, TB, Meningitis update, Lab/NOIDS

March Meningitis, Lab/NOIDS

April COVER, Lab/NOIDS

May STIs, HIV/AIDS, Antenatal screening, TB, Lab/NOIDS
June Meningitis, Lab/NOIDS

July COVER, Lab/NOIDS

August HCAI, TB, Lab/NOIDS

September Meningitis, Lab/NOIDS

October COVER, Lab/NOIDS

November STIs, HIV/AIDS, Antenatal screening, TB, Lab/NOIDS

Health Protection Agency

New Court, 48 Carey Street,

London, WC2A 2JE

Tel: 020 7492 0500
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