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How to use the tool 
 
The tool is best viewed using Internet Explorer version 6+.  Unfortunately, this 
version will not work correctly using Mozilla FireFox version 2. 
 
Opening Screen 
Upon loading the tool, the user is presented with the following screen: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the “step one” drop down list, select a PCT of your choice.  The page 
will then refresh and this will generate the data for the “step two” drop down 
list, which contains all of the practices for that particular PCT. 
 
Once you’ve selected your PCT, click on the “step two” drop down list and 
select either the practice you wish to view, or alternatively, the “PCT profile” 
option which provides a summary for the entire PCT. 
 
Finally, click the “generate profile” button which takes you to the main profile 
screen. 
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Main Profile Screen 
 
The core components of the screen are: 

• Practice list age and sex breakdown 
• Practice list ethnicity breakdown 
• Practice list deprivation breakdown 
• Spine charts for indicators 

 
For guidance on interpreting the spine charts or for data source or copyright 
information, please consult the meta-data document which is available from 
the “download the full meta-data manual” link at the top of this screen and 
also the Indicator Specific Screen (see page 7). 
 
At any point on this page, you are able to change the PCT and/or practice by 
using the drop down list boxes at the top of the screen, followed by the 
“Generate” button. 
 
The user also has the option from the top of the screen of printing the entire 
profile for the chosen area. 
 
Practice list age and sex breakdown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The practice list age and sex breakdown allows the user to compare the 
population structure of their chosen area, with that of the chosen PCT and 
London overall. 
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Beneath the chart is a “download data” option.  Clicking on this will output the 
data behind the breakdown to an excel file. 
 
To save the breakdown (as an image) or print it, click on the chart and it will 
open in another window with further options. 
 
Practice list ethnicity breakdown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The practice list Ethnicity breakdown allows the user to compare the ethnic 
composition of their chosen area with that of the chosen PCT and London 
overall. 
 
Beneath the chart is a “download data” option.  Clicking on this will output the 
data behind the breakdown to an excel file. 
 
To save the breakdown (as an image) or print it, click on the chart and it will 
open in another window with further options. 
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Practice List Deprivation Breakdown 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The practice list deprivation breakdown allows the user to compare the 
percentage of people in each of the five deprivation classifications (most 
affluent, affluent, average, deprived, most deprived) in their chosen area with 
both the PCT and London overall. 
 
Beneath the chart is a “download data” option.  Clicking on this will output the 
data behind the breakdown to an excel file. 
 
To save the breakdown (as an image) or print it, click on the chart and it will 
open in another window with further options. 
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Spine Charts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Initially, the spine chart presents only the contextual indicators for the 
practice/PCT chosen by the user.  By clicking on the name of any of these 
indicators, the user will be taken to the Indicator Specific Screen (see page 7). 
 
Further indicators are grouped into logical themes for ease of use.  To view 
them, select the desired theme from the drop down list box which sits below 
the contextual indicators; this refreshes the screen and presents the indicator 
spine charts for the chosen theme.  To view a different theme of indicators, 
simply select from the drop down list again. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is also a “download data” link for the spine charts.  Clicking on this will 
present the user with an excel file in a separate window containing data on all 
of the indicators for their chosen practice/PCT. 
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Indicator Specific Screen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clicking on the name of any of the indicators in the spine charts takes the user 
to the Indicator Specific Screen (above).  This compares London, the PCT 
and the values for each of the practices in the PCT for the selected indicator.  
It also provides meta-data for this indicator. 
 
At any point on this page, you are able to change the PCT and/or practice by 
using the drop down list boxes at the top of the screen, followed by the 
“Generate” button. 
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The user also has the option from the top of the screen of printing this 
particular screen or of downloading the full meta-data document. 
 
There is also a “download data” link for the chart.  Clicking on this will present 
the user with an excel file in a separate window containing data on the specific 
indicator selected for all practices within the chosen PCT. 
 
To save the chart (as an image) or print it, click on it and it will open in another 
window with further options. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


